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GENERAL eee of * 


Cuvzcu of SCOTLAND, with 
reſpect to the Augmentations of 


ſmaller pe '&c. 


P 0 N many preſſing Inſtructions 1749. 
and Recommendations to the Ge- 
2 neral Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland by Preſbyteries and Synods, con- 
cerning the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity 
of an Augmentation of Stipends (the Ori- 
ginals whercof are in the Hands of the 
Commiſſioners from the General Aſſe embly) 
the Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to appoint 
a Committee to take that Matter under 
40 Confideration, and to make a * to 
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*© the next General Aſſembly, in order to 


their making Application to Sn nr 
« for an Augmentation of Stipends ; or 
providing ſuch other Remedy as ® 
them ſhould ſeem meet. 

The ſaid Committee having received 
pits? Accounts of the Value ot almoſt all 
the Livings in Scotland *, and having 
made a Calculation of the "neceſſary Ex- 
pence of a Miniſter's Family +, gave their 
Report this Year to the General Aſſembly; 


a 


A 


c 


who after adviſing thereupon, came to 


the following Reſolution : © The General 


«© Aſſembly did agree, without a Vote, to 


apply to Parliament next Seffion, and. 
« to repreſent the diſtrefled Cireumſtances 
«© of many Miniſters. of this Church, by 
« reaſon of the Smallneſs-of their Stipends, 
praying ſuch Relief, as they in their 


« Wiſdom ſhall think meet. And ap- 


pointed a Committee to prepare a Plan 
of the Method, in which this Affair 1 is 
c to be conducted. 5 

Upon a Report from this Eamminns, 
the Aſſembly did, at a ſubſequent Meeting, 


come to the following Reſolution, © The 


« General Aſſembly conſidering the di- 
* ſtreſſed Circumſtances of many Mini- 


« ſters of this Church, ariſing from the 


„ omallnels of their Stipends ; the Ex- 
4: pence 
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e pence of Proceſſes (or Suits) for Aug- 
ec mentation, and the dilatory Payment 
* of Stipends ; do reſolve on an humble 
* Application to bg made to the King 
e and Parliament, for the following ur- 
ce poſes. | 
dc That in raiſing Summonſes, for I. 
« Modification, Locality, or Augmenta- 
tion of Stipends” (or in raiſing duits for 
having the Quantum of Stipends deter- 
mined, and proportioned upon the ſeveral 
Land Owners) © inſtead of the uſual Me- 
«. thod of Summoning by a Meſſenger, 
< it ſhall be ſufficient, that a general Ci- 
te tation be made by every Pariſh Clerk, 
« from his Deſk upon a Lord's Day, im- 
«© mediately after Divine Service in the 
4 Forenoon ; and that Letters be written 
by the Moderator of the Preſbytery to 
« the abſent Heretors (or Land Owners) 
ce excepting ſuch as are forth of the King- 
. „ dom, who are to be ſummoned by a 
Meſſenger at the Mercat Croſs of Fdin- 
« burgh, Pier and Shore of Leith. | 
770 That it ſhall be in the Power of the II. 
1 „% Moderator, with Conſent of the Preſ- 
« bytery, to purſue for Modification, Lo- 
—_— cality or Augmentation, whether there 
<« he a Miniſter ſettled in the Pariſh, or 
ad the Pariſh be vacant. 
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That Miniſter's Stipends, if not paid 


within the Year, ſhall bear Intereſt from 
the firſt half Year after they become 


due. 


e That Power be given to the Com- 


(c 


c£ 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(0 


« miſſion of Teinds (or Lords of Seſſion) 


e c 


to ſuppreſs Pariſhes which they find 


not proper to be continued ſeperate 


Pariſhes, and to annex them to one or 
more of the adjacent Pariſhes : Trat 
the Commiſſion have alſo a Power to 


alter the Diviſion of Pariſhes, in a View 
to divide them as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. 


The General Aſſembly inſtructs thoſe 
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who are to be commiſſioned by them 


moſt humbly to pray for Relief in the 


cc 


Premiſes, and for ſuch further Relief 


as to his Majeſty, and the two Houſes 
of Parliament, ſhall, in their great Wiſ- 


dom, ſeem meet. And it was declared 
by the Moderator from the Chair, to be 


the Mind of the Aſſembly, that by this 
laſt Clauſe it was underſtood, that the 


Commiſſioners to Parliament might 
apply for an Increaſe of the Minimum. 


« And the Aſſembly reſolved, without 
a Vote, to ſend three Miniſters and one 


Elder, as their Commiſſioners, to apply, 


in their Name, to the King and Par- 
lament, for the Purpoſes abovemention- 
(0 ed, 


L 


of Stipends. 


41 


© ed, vi2. the Reverend Mr. Robert 


0 


A 


Patoun, Moderator of this Aſſembly, 


« Mr. Patrick Cummin, Profeſſor of 
Church Hiſtory, and one of the Mini— 


A 


« ſters of Edinburgh; Mr. William Steele, 
Miniſter at Sorn ; and Mr. David Dal- 
rymple, Advocate, ruling Elder.” 

It is humbly apprehended, that no rea- 


A 


„ 


* 


ſonable Objection can be offered to the 
four Articles above- mentioned, being 
moved and propoſed in the Committee of 


the General Aſſembly by theſe of the 


3 Intereſt, who were Members of 
and agreed to in the * with- 


ph a Diviſion. 
Ihe granting of the firſt and moſt ma- 
terial of theſe four Articles, vis. The 
Manner of Summoning, would give ſome 
Relief, by lefſening the heavy Expence of 
raiſing and carrying on a Suit for Aug- 
mentation of Stipends ; {the Benefit 
whereof, if obtained, the Frailty of hu- 


man Life makes very uncertain). At the 


fame Time, this would be no Burden up- 


on the Landed Intereſt, and would be no 


more than the extending the Law with | 
reſpect to Man'cs, Glebes and Graſs, to 


this particular Cale, of an Augraentaticn 
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The Inſtruction of the greateſt Mo- 
ment towards procuring an effectual Re- 
medy, is that, whereby the Commiſſi- 
oners are directed to apply for ſuch fur- 
ther Relief, as fo / is Majeſty, and the two 
Houſes of Parliament, fhall in their great 
Wiſdom feem meet: Meaning, that ſuch 
Application ſhould be directed towards an 
Increaſo of the Minimum, or of the low- 
eſt Rate of Stipends now eſtabliſhed. To 
this, ſeveral Landed Gentlemen, Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly, conſented ; againſt 
this no Miniſter proteſted, though ſeveral 
Members, of the Landed Intereſt, did. 
And, therefore, to juſtify the Reaſona- 
bleneſs and Neceſſity of increaſing the 
Minimum, the following Confiderations 
are humbly offered. 
That the Miniſters of Religion ſhould 
have a decent Maintenance, is admitted. 
The Tythes are the ordinary Fund whence 
the Maintenance of the Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland has been conſtantly 


Re ts 10. drawn, being by this Statute declared the 


proper Patrimony of the Church. 

After the Reformation, the Land Eſ- 

tates of the Popiſh Clergy, and all the 

Tythes of Scotland were eſcheated to the 

Crown; and the Sovereign made Grants 

of the greateſt Part of the Land Eſtates. 
Such 


1 
Such Church Lands as had not been grant- 2 
ed away, were by this Statute annexed to AR Parl. 
the Crown; but all the Tythes were ex- 
preſly excepted by the ſaid Statute ; be- 
cauſe out of them the Miniſters of the 
Church were to be ſupported. 
Their Provifion out of the Tythes was, 
for a long Time, uncertain and precari- 
ous; till by Act of Parliament in this 
Year, Commiſſioners were appointed, 
with Power to aſcertain a certain Stipend 
out of the Tythes of each Pariſh. And 
it was thereby enacted, That the leaſt and 
meaneſt Stipend, ſhould be five Chalders 
of Victual, or 500 Merks ; 1. f. 2 IS 
64. Sterl. | 
This loweſt Rate of Stipend was in- 
creaſed by this Statute, whereby it was e- 
acted, That the Minimum ſhould be eight Hel. ). 
| Chalders of Victual, where Victual is payed, vl Pard. 1693. w 
or proportionally in Silver and Victual, as 
the Commiſſioners (to be appointed by Par- 
I lament for that Purpoſe) ſhall appoint at 
1 the Settling of the Kirk, That the Mini- 
ol mum, or loweſt Rate of Stipend, was 
| 1 fixed at eight Chalders of Victual, or its 
| Vialue in Money, is evident from the ſaid 


1617.1 


N | Statute, which appoints the Proportion of 
| Money where Vidual cannot be had; to be 
| according ta the F, Male of the Country ' Where 


4 © the 


Act 17. 


1 N 
the Payment of the Stipend ſhall occur. 


And yet, in Fact, 800 Mick Scots (or 44 J. 


8s. 10 d. 3) has been interpreted, and 


frequently given, as a ſufficient Equiva- 


lent for the eight Chalders of Victual, 


which are of much greater Value; incon- 


ſiſtently with the true Meaning and Spirit 
of the Statute. 


Since the ſaid Statute, One hundred and 


' ſeventeen Years ago, no Law has been 


made for any further Increaſe of the Mi- 
nimum. 


It was declared, That the fifth Part of 


lame Paul. the Land Rent, ſhould be reckoned the 
_ Tythe; and a Privilege was thereby given 


to every Land Owner, to purchaſe his 


own Tythes, at the Rate of nine Years 


Purchaſe, from the Titulars (or Grantees 
of the Crown.) But the Tythes thus 
purchaſed, were {till chargeable with a 
competent Proviſion or Stipend to the . 
niſter. 

The Benefices of Biſhops: in Scotland, re- 
mained entire till Epiſcopacy was aboliſh- 


ed at the Revolution; when their Tythes 
and Rents were veſted i in the Crown, where 


they ſtill remain, and are at his Majeſty's 


Diſpoſal; excepting ſome ſmall Parcels, 
which have been granted for endowing 


Colleges, 


[9] 


Colleges, augmenting a few Stipends, and 
erecting ſome Schools. 
By this Statute the Power of Preſenta- Aa 23. 
tion to vacant Churches, was taken from 868 
Patrons, and the Call and Choice of Mi- 
niſters given to Heretors (or Land-Own- 
ers) being Proteſtants, and to Elders. 
But in Lieu and Recompence of the 
Right of Preſentation, thereby taken a- 
way from Patrons, it is by the ſaid Act 
declared, That beſides other Conſiderati- 
ons, the Right of ſuch Tythes of the ſaid 
Pariſhes as were not granted by the King, 
to the reſpective Land Owners of the Pa- 
riſn, ſhould, in virtue of that Act, be- 
long to the Patrons: And a Privilege was 
given to the Land Owners of purchaſing 
the Tythes granted by that Statute, at the 
Rate of fix Years Purchaſe ; but th the 
Burden always of the Miniſters Stipends, 
and of ſuch Augmentation of Stipends, 
Prorogations, and Erections of new Kirks, 
as ſhould be found juſt and expedient. 
The Patrons are ſtill poſſeſſed of this 
Right to the Tythes, notwithſtanding they 
were reſtored by the Act 12 Ann. to their 
Right of Preſentation. 
From this State, it could be made evi- 
dent, that the Miniſters of the Church of 


Scotland, are not in Poſſeſſion of near one 


= Half 


[ 10 ] 


Half of the Tythes ; and that the Reſi- 
due is either in the Hands of the Crown, 


or its Grantees; of Patrons, or of 11. 
holders, who have purchaſed them at low 


Value. And if ſome Tythes have been 


purchaſed at a higher Rate than nine 
Years Value, the Purchaſers have the 
Venders Warranty againſt the future Aug- 


mentation of Miniſters Stipends, with 


which the Tythes ſo purchaſed are al- 
ways burdened. 


That the adm, - or Joweſt Rate of 
Stipends, provided for Miniſters One hun- 


dred and ſeventeen Years ago, vis. Eight 


Chalders of Victual, or, as it has been 


interpreted, 441. 8s. 109. 4 . ſhould be 
increaſed, by Authority of Parliament, 
out of this, or ſome other Fund, will ap- 


pear reaſonable and neceſſary, when it 
is conſidered, that the Value of Money 
in Scotland is, ſince the Year 1633, de- 
creaſed, at leaſt, one Half; for then it 


bore an Intereſt of 10 per Cent. but is 
now ſunk under Five. That the Ex- 
pence of Living is greatly increaſed, by 


the growing Riches of the Country; and 


the richer the Country grows, the Clergy 
become the a 


Since the happy Union, the Trade and 
Commerce of North Britain has been 


greatly 


— yur 


3 


1 


greatly extended, and Manufactures 


and Agriculture improved. And by 


this Increaſe of Wealth, the Expence of 
Living has, ſince that Period, roſe in a 


much more remarkable Proportion in 
Scotland, than it has done in England. 


The Clergy are the only Set of Men 
vwhoſe Income does not bear a Proportion 


with the growing Expence of the Times: 
Land Rents, including Tythes, Salaries 


of publick Employments, the Profits of 
Tradeſmen and Mechanicks, the Wages 


of Servants, and the Expence of Educa- 


tion, have been, and are ſtill upon the 


riſing hand: But the Clergy alone, are fo 


far from reaping any Advantage by the 


Wealth flowing in upon their Country, 
that they are . by it. 


By the Nature of their Office (for the 


faithful Diſcharge whereof, they can ap- 
peal to all who know them) they are ex- 


cluded from every Advantage, other than 


what their Stipend affords them, the high- 


eſt of which yield no more than a decent 
Maintenance to their Families, and are 
ſcarcely ſufficient for the Education of 
their Children, for ſupporting the Digni- 
ty of their Character, and rendering them 
uſeful to the Intereſts of Religion, Learn- 


ing and Liberty. 
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5 [12] 
If the higheſt Livings, amounting to 
about 139 J. per Annum, (of which there 


are only ſixteen, and theſe in the City of 
Edinburgh) are no more than ſufficient for 


the valuable Purpoſes of their Miniſtry, 
how low and mean mult the Condition be, 
of more than the greateſt Part of their 


Number, who have not near the Half of 


that Sum! 1 
It is a Matter of great Concern, to fin 


Objections has been raiſed againſt what 


appears ſo reaſonable and neceſſary, as the 


Increaſe of the Minimum; the greateſt 
of which is, the Oppoſition made to this 
Propoſal, by the Noblemen and Gentle- 


men of Scotland. But it muſt be obſerv- 


ed, that tho this Oppoſition has appeared 
more general than was apprehended, yet 
as the Tythes, for the moſt Part, are in 


their Poſſeſſion, it cannot be ſurpriſing, 
that they ſhould be unwilling to quit with 


any of them. This has too evidently ap- 
peared, almoſt in every Application made 
by particular Miniſters to the Court of Sef- 
ſion, for an Augmentation of Stipend ; 


it has been the general Practice of the 
Land Owners, to give all poſſible Oppo- 
ſition to the obtaining of ſuch Augmenta- 


tion; and to endeavour to obſtruct the 


Court in the Exerciſe of their diſcretion 


ary 


Tb 8 
ary Power, in augmenting particular Liv- 
ings. It is therefore to be hoped, That an 
Oppoſition ariſing from Regard to their 
own Intereſt, and which ſtates them Par- 
ties in this Queſtion, will not be regarded 
by a wiſe and candid Parliament, any fur- 
ther than to give an impartial Ear to the 
Reaſons offered for that Oppoſition ; eſ- 
pecially, when this Oppoſition, conſider- 
ed merely as ſuch, muſt, from its Nature 
and Foundation, always continue; and if 
ſucceſsful, render the diſtreſſed Circum- 
ſtances of the Clergy, altogether, and for 
ever, irremediable. 
It is to be hoped, the Oppobition given 
by the worthy and woll- affected Land 
Owners, proceeds from a miſtaken Ap- 
prehenſion, that an Increaſe of the Mini- 
mum, from eight to ten Chalders of Vic- | 
| tual, or the Value thereof, to every Mi- 
niſter, as propoſed in the laſt General Aſ- 
ſembly, would amount to no leſs than 
20, ooo J. per Annum ; whereas it can be 
made appear, from a juſt and exact Cal- 
culation, that the yearly Sum of 8000 J. 
would abundantly anſwer that Purpoſe: 
From which, alſo, a conſiderable Abate- 
ment might be made by the propoſed An- 
nexation of ſmall Pariſhes to thoſe in their 
Bs For it was never intend- 


1 ed, 


ed, that ſmall Pariſhes, where the Tythes 
are exhauſted by the Incumbents Stipends, 
ſhould be ſapplicd from the free or farplus 
Tythes remaining in the Hands of Land 
Owners of any neighbouring Pariſh. 
And were the Minimum raiſed to ten 
Chalders, it would only be an Addition of 
two Chalders in the Space of One hun- 
dred and ſeventeen Years. And notwith- 
ſtanding the remarkable Increaſe of neceſ- 
ſary Expence fince that Period, it would be 
an Augmentation only of near 17 J. per Ann. 
to ſome Miniſters, where the Victual and 
Living is deareſt ; of about 13 J. where 
Victual and Living is cheaper; and of a- 
bout 10 /. in the chenpelt Parts of the 


Country. 


But tho ſuch an Increaſe of the Mini- 
mum by two Chalders more than is pro- 
vided by Law, is, in the Opinion of the 
Church of Scotland, no more than a 
competent and moderate Maintenance, 
yet the General Aſſembly have not in- 
ſtructed their Commiſſioners to infiſt up- 
on that particular Quantum ; but only to 
apply, with great Submiſſion, to the WiC. 
dom of Parliament, to give uch Rehef 
as they ſhall think meet. 

Another Objection is, That the Court 
of Seſſion, as Commiſſioners for Planta- 


tion 


5 
tion of Kirks, have Power to grant 
Augmentations above the preſent Mini- 

mum, and therefore there is no Occaſion 
to b to Parliament, to increaſe it. In 
Anſwer to which, it is to be remarked, 
That notwithſtanding the diſcretionary 
Power lodged with this Court, there are 
ſtill Hundreds of very ſmall Stipends in 
Scotland; which mnſt ariſe not only from 
the certain Expence incurr'd by a Mini- 
ſter's bringing a Suit for Augmentation of 

his Stipend, but alſo from the Uncer- 
tainty of his obtaining any more than the 
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| preſent Minimum: Whereas, by a 
! Law increafing the Minimum, the Mi- 


niſters might depend upon obtaining a 
competent and ſuitable Maintenance. 


And this ſeems to be more neceſſary, 
'S | becauſe, it is a Rule or Meaſure of Pro- 
Ee { cedure laid down by the Court of Seſſion, 
a That they will grant no Augmentation 
?> | to any Miniſter, whoſe Stipend has been 
i- | eſtabliſhed by a Decree ſince the Union; 
9 tho it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
to | Increaſe of the Expence of Living has 
f- _ aroſe chiefly ſince that happy Period. 


of A farther Objection often urged againſt 
this Application to Parliament, is, That 


rt it is an Attack upon the Property of theſe 
ta- Land Owners who are now poſſeſſed of 
ON © 


the 


(16) 


the Tythes. But in Anſwer to this, it 


| hath been already obſerved, That thoſe 


who are poſſeſſed of Tythes, poſſeſs them 


with the expreſs Burden of ſuch future 
 Augmentations of Stipend as ſhall be found 
neceſſary for the ſuitable Maintenance of 


the Clergy. In Conſequence whereof, it 
1s to be conſidered, That the Court of | 
Seſſion have, by their diſcretionary Power, 


often granted Augmentations out of this 
very Fund beyond the preſent Minimum ; 


and yet it was never pretended, that by fo 


doing they have incroached upon the Pro- 


perty of the Land Owners. And as it was 


no Incroachment upon the Property of | 
the Land Owners to increaſe the Minimum, 
by Authority of Parliament, Anno 1633, 
to Eight Chalders from Five, which was 


the Minimum fixtean Years before, it can 
as little be an Invaſion on their Property, 


af a Britiſh Parliament ſhould, upon the 
moſt reaſonable Confiderations, extend 


that Minimum now beyond what had 
been eſtabliſhed 117 Years ago. 


The only remaining Objection which 


ſeems to have any Colour of Argument, 


is, That there are a great Number of thge 
Clergy in England who are worſe provided | 


for than any of the Clergy in Scotland. 


But it is obvious, That the Conſtitution of 


the 


"4:09 2 
the two Churches, and the Nature of their 
Benefices are ſo different as to render the 
Compariſon | of little Effect. The higheſt 
3 Livings in Scotland do not exceed 139 J. 


| about One Half of them are under 55 J. 
f many are under 40 J. and ſome under 30%. 
1 ---Miniſters in Scotland have no Pluralities 
1 nor Fees of any Kind Their Stipends, 
1 ſuch as they be, are the only Fund of liv- 
8 ing they have to truſt to. But the moſt 
3 manifeſt Difference is, That the Tythes in 
0 England are either impropriated, or in the 
1 Hands of the Clergy; whereas the Tythes 


in Scotland are by Law left open for Aug- 
mentation of Miniſters Stipends. Beſides 
Queen Aime's Bounty is a growing Fund 
for augmenting poor Livings in England, 
but there is no Proviſion of this Kind 1 in 


Scotland. 
of Scotland allowed a more decent Main- 


to Gentlemen capable of giving their Sons 


Intereſt and the Clergy: It would give their 
Inſtructions a greater Weight, and make 
them a greater Ballance againſt the Jacobite 
Intereſt in their Parithes : It would en- 


Upon the Whole, were the Mnifters 
tenance, it would be an Encouragement 
a liberal Education, to breed them up for 


the Miniſtry ; which would eſtabliſh a 


nearer Connection between the Landed 
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able them to encourage and animate their 
People to honeſt Induſtry, and to inſpire 
them with true Sentiments of Liberty, 
and with Zeal for the Government. For 
without diſparaging the Zeal and Loyalty 
of any of that Order, it may juſtly be 
affirmed, that ſuch Miniſters who had 
the moſt liberal Education, and whoſe 
Minds were moſt enlarged with valuable 
| Knowledge and juſt Notions of Liberty, 
were the Perſons who diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by the moſt active Zeal in the Time 
of the laſt Rebellion, in rouſing the Peo- 
ple to make a noble Stand for the beſt of 
Governments, in Oppoſition to arbitrary 
Power, and a Popiſh Pretender. 
Nor is it poſſible, without a more de- 
cent Maintenance, to acquire that Learn- 
ing which is neceſſary to defend the 
Chriſtian Religion againſt ſpreading In- 
fidelity, and ' the Proteſtant Faith againſt 
Popiſh Emiſſaries, who are reſtleſs in their 
Endeavours to corrupt the Minds of the 
People. It the Clergy become ignorant 
they will ſoon turn enthuſtaſtick, and in- 
capable of anſwering the great Ends of 
their Function. They ſee Learning de- 
clining among them every Day, and 
young Men of Spirit going off to other 
 Employments. And as > the Education of 
ne Children 


(19) 


Children depends upon their Parents, it is 


not to be imagined they will educate their 


Sons, at a great Expence and long Atten- 


dance, to the Miniſtry, when other Em- 


ployments at leſs Charge, and in a ſhorter | 
Time can afford them a better Mainte- 


nance. 


As nothing can be expected from a 


poor, ignorant, and mean Clergy, it is 
hoped, that the Noblemen and Gentle- 


men of Scotland will have the Honour 


of their Country, once famous for Re- 
ligion and Learning, ſo much at Heart, 


as to deſire they may always have a pious, 


learned, and loyal Clergy, placed in ſuch 


Circumftarices, as to be under no Temp- 


tation of depending upon thoſe who are 
diſſaffected to the Government: Eſpecially 


when all this may be done at the Expence 
of ſo ſmall a Sum. 


They have hitherto been diſtinguiſhed 


for their firm Attachment to His Majeſty 


King George and his Royal Fanuly, and 
hope in God they will always be ſo ; ſome 


of them have ventured their Lives in that 
Cauſe ; many have ſuffered in their Sub- 
ſtance, and all have been remarkably 


loyal. They did their Duty, but they 
did it alſo with Zeal and Cour age. They 
are the Object of the Hatred of the ac 


932 Hues, 


bites, which they deſpiſe; but would be 
unhappy indeed if they ſhould be ne- 
glected by the Government, and not only 
inſulted by its Enemies, but alſo diſre- 
garded by its Friends. The Conſequence 
' whereof muſt be, that being diſappointed, 
they will be diſpirited ; few will ſtudy for 
the Miniſtry ; ſome will give it up; and 
| thoſe who continue in it, will, from the 
Meanneſs of their Circumſtances, be in- 
capable of having any prevailing Influence 
upon their People: For the poor Man's 
Wiſdom is — and his Word! is not 
heard, 
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NumB E R I. 


H E Committee do report, that, in 
Return to the Letters and Queries 
ſent to the Preſbyteries, they have re- 


ceived Reports concerning ſeven Hundred 
and eighty Benefices, and other Facts re- 
ſpecting the Pariſhes theſe belong to; from 
which, together with the Account of 


fifty thee Stipends more, contained in 


the atteſted Abſtract from the Records of 


| the Commiſſion of Teinds, they have 

_ cauſed inſert into a Book, which they 
had ordered to be prepared for that Pur- 
poſe, a State of eight hundred and thirty 


three Benefices, and other Facts relating 


to theſe, reduced to proper dictinct Co- 
lumns. And from the ſaid Scheme- 


Book, the Committee have cauſed draw 
out an Abſtract of the principal Facts, 
which 1s herein produced. From whence 


it appears, that, of thoſe eight hundred and 


thirty three Benefices, ſeparating what is 
allowed 
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allowed for Communion-elements, thers 
is one under L. 25 Sterling; three above 
L. 25, and not higher than L. J ; 


O 7 
twelve above L. 30, and not higher than 
L. 35; twenty five above L. 35, and not 
higher than L. 40; one hundred and ſix 
above L. 40, and not higher than 45; 
one hundred and twenty fix above L. 45, 
and not higher than L. 50; eighty four 
above L. 50, and not higher than L. 55; 
one hundred and nineteen above L. 55, 
and not higher than L. 60; ninety four 
above L. 60, and not higher than 65; 
one hundred and nineteen above L. 65, 
and not higher than L. 70; thirty eight 
above L. 70, and not higher than L. 75; 
twenty ſeven above L. 75, and not higher 
than L. 80; twenty two above L. 80, and 
not higher than L. 8 5; ſeven above L. 8 5, 
and not higher than L. 90; nine above 
L. go, and not higher than L. 95; 
twelve above L. 95, and not higher than 
L. 100; three above L. 100, and not 
higher than L. 105; two above L. 105, 
and not higher than L. 110; eight above | 
L. 110, and not higher than L. 115; 
ſixteen of L. 138: 17 : 94 : --- And that 
the Total of theſe Benefices, deducing what 
is upon the whole allowed for Communion- 
elements, amounts to L. 50, 266: 15: 547; 

5 and 


[-- 1 mo, Tos the Expence of main- 


TI) 


end in theſe are included Stipends that 
are not paid out of the Tithes. And it is 
to be obſerved, that ſixty five are under 
the preſent legal Minimum of 800 Marks, 
or 44: 8: 104 Sterling; and one hun- 
dred and eighty two have no Allowance 


for Communion- elements. 
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Calculation made by the Committee of the 
late General Aſſembly, at their Meeting 


the 7th of November, 1749, ſhewing, 


at a Medium, the neceſſary annual Ex- 
pence of a Miniſter's Family on the 
Seal. of Forth; in which it is 
ſuppoſed, that Miniſters, one with an- 


other, have three Children, and that 
they are obliged to keep at leaſt tees 
Women ſervants, and one Man. 


1. S. d. | 
taining the three Ser- 

vants ber Annum, at 3 l. „„ 

each 10 16 © 
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( 24 ) 
2do, To the Wages of the two 


Women-arvants, at 16s. 84. 


' ORE 


each, every half Year, and 


1/. 10s. for the half Year's 
Wages of the Man-ſervant, 
rien is, per Annum 

3110, To the Maintenance of 
the Miniſter, his Wife, and 
three Children, at no more 
than 1. 125. 64. per Quarter 
each, which is, per Annum 


4to, For cloathing each of the 


above Five, one with Wo. 
31. per Annum 
0 To Coals, or other Fuel, 


6 68 


Candle, Soap, ee other . 


Neceflaries, yearly 


| 6to, To Advice of Phyſicians, 


and for Medicines, yearly 
mo, To the annual Attendance 
on Meetings of Preſbyteries 
and Synods, and Attendance 


on General Aſſemblies and 


their Commiſſions, one Year 
with another 


| $59, For buying Books, one 


Year with another 


(25) 


gn, To the Education of three 
Children, ſuppoſed on the 
whole to coſt 3o/. each, that 
is, in all go/, and conſequent- 
ly (ſeeing it appears from the 
8 | Calculations relative to the 
Widows Scheme, that Mi- 
niſters, one with another, live 
about thirty Years in the Mi- 
niſtry) the Children's Educa- 
o | tion may be computed, per 


m_, 3 - 00 


homo, To Tear and Wear of 
 o | Houſhold-furniture, Bed and 
"SOR. Sc. per Annum 1 1 © 


> © . 82 12 8 


1 5 Several other Articles of 3 
oO © mn might have been mentioned ; 


ſuch as Charities, publick and private, 


Expence of Births and Burials, putting 
Children to e and en- 
abling them to do for themſelves ; 


which will vaſtly more than overba- 


10 O lance any Advantage that may be ſup- 


o Oland any ſmall Profit of Servants Work, 

 [Ivhen not employed about the neceſſary 

970, Suſineſs of the Family. 
E 


poſed to ariſe from the preſent Glebes, 


From 
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| ( as ) 

From the preceding Calculation it ap- 
pears, that 1000/. Scots, or 83“. 6s. 8d. 
Ster. is in general neceſſary for the Support 
and Maintenance of a Miniſter's Family 
on the South of Forth; and from thence 

it plainly follows, that 10 Chalder of 
Victual, Oat-Meal, and Bear, or the Va- 
ue of it in Money, according to the uſual 
Converſion in the Sale of Lands, in the 
Parts of the Country where the reſpective 
Pariſhes lye, 1s no more than a moderate 
| Proviſion for Miniſters {Il over Scotland; 
| j 5 becauſe, in ſuch Places where the Ex- 
1 pence of Living may be ſuppoſed to be 
lower, it will hold in general, that the 
10 Value of the Victual will be propor- 
1 tionally leſs than 100. Scots, or 81. 65. 8d. 
wh - the Chalder; and it is well known that, 
{78 nin ſeveral Places of Scotland, 10 Chalders 
0 of Victual are not of more Value tha 
1 ö 1000 Merks, or 55). 115. 14d. Ster. 
N Ordered, That the above Account bt 
11 8 Printed, and Copies thereof tranſmitted 
I to the ſeveral Preſpyteries.. 
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